2021-22 Teen Leadership Opportunities for Your Synagogue
The URJ is excited to offer a new lineup of experiences for teens to learn, lead and take action
through our new Fellowships and Academies. All of our programs are led by experts in the
field, integrate the URJ Teen Leadership Core Practices, and utilize interactive, relationship
based approaches to virtual learning. Give your teens the opportunity to get to know Reform
teens from across North America as they explore topics that they care about!
There are two ways you can use these programming offerings to support your work:
1. Let Individual teens know about these opportunities and help them find the right
match for them. Perhaps you have a teen who is ready to take their songleading to the
next level, or who loves art and is ready to think of it as a community catalyst. Let those
teens know about these experiences and invite them to register on their own to
supplement the experience you are giving them in your congregation.
2. NEW! Use one or more Teen Leadership Opportunities as a part of your base
curriculum. Whether you are looking for madrichim training, or launching climate justice
work with your teens, let us help you! Your congregation can choose to take part in one or
multiple offerings as a cohort. Perhaps you would like all of your madrichim to participate in the
Madrichim Academy together. Or, maybe you would like to offer Leadership Through the Arts
Fellowship, the Israel Fellowship, and the Songleading Fellowship to your teens and give them
credit as you would for a program you create in house. With our supplemental materials, you
can create experiences just for your teens and meet on the days in between the other sessions if
you would like. Register your congregation and let us know which programs you would like to
participate in.

FAQ’s
Is there a program fee?
Yes – there is a suggested program fee for each opportunity. For virtual only experiences,
such as our Academies, we are using a pay-what-you-can model recognizing that for some
this suggested fee is a barrier for participation and others may be able to contribute more to
make this opportunity possible for others. Both individuals and congregations/groups are
invited to also pay what they can. Due to fixed costs of the retreats, we are unable to offer a
sliding scale for our Fellowships. We will have a limited number of scholarships for these
programs.

How do my teens register?
If you are offering one specific program through your congregation, you can share the
information and registration link just for that program. If you are offering multiple programs,
you can send them to the full page of URJ Teen Leadership Opportunities. Teens should use
the “register now” links for each opportunity to register themselves for the program.
If you opt to cover your student fees, you’ll need to let your families know that when they read
the payment page at registration, they should opt not to pay as the congregation is already
covering their fees. Please ask them to note in the information box in the payment section that
their congregation is paying their fees.
How do I let you know that I have a group participating?
If you will be participating as a group/synagogue, we ask that you fill out this synagogue
registration form in addition to asking your students to individually register.
What grades can participate?
Each Teen Leadership Opportunity lists the grades that it is meant for . If a teen is interested
in a program that is not offered for their age group, please reach out personally to Michelle
Shapiro Abraham at msabraham@urj.org and we can explore options together.
Does an adult from my congregation need to participate along with my students?
If you are fully integrating a Teen Leadership Opportunity into your base curricu lum, we
suggest having a leader from your congregation join with your teens. In this way you can use
the program to support the additional work you are doing with them, as well as an
opportunity to build relationship and keep your teens connected to your c ommunity. If
there is an adult from your congregation participating, we will invite them to participate in
break out groups with your own cohort. You can then “fill in” your program as you would
like with additional sessions just for your teens either virtually or in-person.
If you are not using this program as a base curriculum, or would like to have your teens
participate individually, you are free to do that. Certain Teen Leadership Opportunities, such
as the Madrichim Academy and the Songleading Fellowship do have built into the program
support and partnership with synagogue professionals or local mentors (though not
necessarily during the class time itself)

